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CONGRATULATING YE OLDE 

YARDLEY FLORIST ON ITS 100TH 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, a small 
business in Yardley, Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania has provided plants and flowers to local 
and regional customers for over 100 years. On 
September 27, 2014 its doors will open for a 
special anniversary celebration. Ye Olde 
Yardley Florist on South Main Street is truly 
an example of ‘‘small business,’’ the very 
backbone of our economy. Due to their experi-
ence, effort and knowledge, the Yardley floral 
and gift shop has thrived. Community leaders 
and citizens will join owner Susan Gorka for a 
celebration to acknowledge the quality and 
service the store has provided, while retaining 
the tradition of good business they have come 
to expect. Congratulations on this milestone 
and may Ye Olde Yardley Florist have many 
more years of continued success, bringing 
beauty and joy to its friends and customers. 

f 

HONORING JOLIET JUNIOR COL-
LEGE’S VETERANS RESOURCE 
CENTER 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the ribbon cutting of the Veterans 
Resource Center at Joliet Junior College. 

The Veterans Resource Center will benefit 
approximately 300 students that use GI edu-
cation benefits every semester at Joliet Junior 
College. The dedicated space will provide vet-
erans with an area to socialize, study, access 
computers, and attend counseling sessions. 

I applaud Joliet Junior College for providing 
our veterans with services like the Veterans 
Resource Center and for its dedication to en-
suring that the men and women who serve our 
country have access to a great education in a 
supportive environment. 

I congratulate Joliet Junior College on open-
ing the Veterans Resource Center and thank 
the college for its hard work on behalf of our 
veterans. 
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RECOGNIZING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2014 GREATER RESTON CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE AWARDS FOR 
CHAMBER EXCELLENCE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize recipients of the 2014 Greater Reston 
Chamber of Commerce Awards for Chamber 
Excellence. 

The Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce 
was founded in 1982 as a business roundtable 
in the growing community of Reston, Virginia. 
For more than 30 years, the Reston Chamber 

has facilitated business growth and entrepre-
neurship through its programming, advocacy, 
and engagement throughout the region. The 
Reston Chamber currently has more than 600 
member businesses that together employ 
more than 10,000 people. It is the 6th largest 
chamber of commerce in the Washington, DC- 
metropolitan region and is deeply embedded 
in the community. 

The Reston Chamber hosts annual events 
such as Taste of Reston, Oktoberfest Reston, 
and Best of Reston, and it has received na-
tional recognition for its Ethics Day, a work-
shop for high school students on ethical deci-
sion making. Members use the INC.spire Edu-
cation Foundation and free SCORE business 
coaching programs to help create and grow 
their enterprises. INC.spire has assisted more 
than four dozen entrepreneurs create 500 jobs 
and $45 million of business investment. 

Each year, through the Awards for Chamber 
Excellence, the Chamber recognizes member 
companies, individuals, and volunteers who 
have demonstrated excellence, innovation, 
and exceptional dedication to the Reston com-
munity. I am pleased to join the Greater Res-
ton Chamber of Commerce in recognizing the 
following Awards for Chamber Excellence 
(ACE) recipients: 

Committee of the Year: Charles Kapur, 
EagleBank, Membership Committee. 

Committee of the Year: Sam Cousins, SBIS, 
Membership Committee. 

Small Business of the Year: Silver Spoon 
Catering. 

Medium Business of the Year: Business En-
gineering, Inc. 

Large Business of the Year: Sheraton Res-
ton Hotel. 

Member of the Year: Lisa Nicholls, Tira! 
Strategies. 

New Member of the Year: Ellen Moyer, Re/ 
Max Allegiance. 

Volunteer of the Year: Andy Klaff, Colliers. 
Joe Ritchie Pinnacle Award: Casey Veatch, 

Veatch Commercial Real Estate. 
President’s Award: Tonia Chagnon, Red 

Thinking. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in congratulating this year’s award recipi-
ents and in thanking them for their contribu-
tions to the local economy and outstanding 
service to our community. I also commend the 
Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce for its 
role as an invaluable partner to local busi-
nesses, nonprofits and schools. The efforts of 
the Chamber, the member businesses, and 
volunteers have helped make Reston a truly 
special place to live, work, and raise a family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize this upcoming month of 
October as National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM). As part of a na-
tional campaign, NDEAM raises awareness 
about employment issues facing individuals 
with disabilities and celebrates the vast con-
tributions made by American workers with dis-

abilities. This year’s theme is ‘‘Expect. Em-
ploy. Empower.’’ 

NDEAM’s origins can be traced back to 
1945, when Congress first passed a resolution 
declaring the first week of October as ‘‘Na-
tional Employ the Physically Handicapped 
Week.’’ In 1988, Congress expanded this 
week to an entire month and changed the 
name to ‘‘National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month’’ to reflect the wide variety 
of disabilities, physical or nonphysical, that an 
individual may have. 

This month serves to remind us all that a 
strong, thriving workforce is an inclusive work-
force. As a nation, we must work together to 
increase meaningful employment opportunities 
for those with disabilities and utilize their many 
talents. 

I would like to especially recognize the great 
work of the Georgia Industries for the Blind 
(GIB), a facet of the Georgia Vocational Reha-
bilitation Agency (GVRA). The GIB was estab-
lished in 1937 and subsequently opened its 
first manufacturing plant in 1949. Since then, 
it has grown to include three manufacturing 
sites located in Albany, Bainbridge and Griffin, 
as well as two service sites located in Bain-
bridge and Warner Robins. The GIB employs 
nearly 100 blind persons and boasts over $12 
million in annual sales. 

The GIB is a leader in the fight against the 
marginalization of the disabled worker and I 
applaud their resounding efforts to expand 
employment opportunities to those with dis-
abilities throughout Georgia. By offering com-
petitive wages and a full benefits package, 
Georgia Industries for the Blind stands as a 
shining example for other employers across 
the nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in recognizing National Disability Em-
ployment Awareness Month by acknowledging 
the positive impact those with disabilities have 
on the American workforce, as well as under-
standing the need to increase meaningful em-
ployment opportunities for our disabled citi-
zens. In addition, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the strides made by Georgia 
Industries for the Blind and other employers 
leading the effort to implement a more inclu-
sive employee culture. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JUDGE ANN 
OSBORNE 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Judge Ann Osborne of the Dela-
ware County Court of Common Pleas in Penn-
sylvania. She is retiring after many years of 
serving her community. 

Judge Osborne has been a beacon for jus-
tice on the bench in Delaware County for the 
last 16 years. Before the bench, Judge 
Osborne served as Sheriff of Delaware County 
from 1991 to 1998. Additionally, she taught 
comparative government, international law and 
criminal law at Temple University, Villanova 
University and Immaculata College. She left 
her mark on the Delaware County community 
and her contribution will not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Judge Ann Osborne for 
her long and honorable service. I applaud her 
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